AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 
a body; 

a keyboard upon said body including at least one ke y, the key having at least twe 
diff e r e nt functions, a first function if th e k e y is activat e d wit h associated with activation of 
the key by physical contact with a terminating hand member of a user's right hand and a 
second different function if th e k e y is activat e d associated with activation of the key w ithhby 
physical contact with a terminating hand member of the user's left hand; and 
a detection mechanism configured to 

detect one or more movements of at least a portion of at least one of the user's 
two hands toward the key^ 

in response to detecting the one or more movements, determine to indicat e, 
prior to an activation of the key by physical contact with one of the terminating hand 
members, which one of the user's two hands will be used to activate the key, ands aid 
first function and said s e cond function is to b e associat e d with th e activation, wh e r e in 
t h e detecti on m e chanism is configur e d to i ndicat e that 

in response to the determining, assign one of the first function or the second 
function is to b e associat e d witht o the activation of the key prior to said activation ¥>4iefi 
a right - to - l e ft mov e m e nt of a t e rminating m e mb e r of th e right hand toward th e k e y is 
d e t e ct e d and th e det e ction m e chanism is configur e d to indicat e that th e s e cond function 
is to b e associat e d with th e activation wh e n a l e ft - to - right mov e m e nt of a t e rminating 
m e mb e r of th e l e ft hand toward th e k e y is d e t e ct e d . 

2. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said detection mechanism 

comprises a camera. 

3 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 2, fiirther comprising a logic 
configured to temporally analyze a plurality of images fi-om said camera, wherein said 
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images include positions information of the user's terminating hand member that allows 
determination of the right-to-left or left-to-right movements. 

4. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said camera is integrated 
with said body. 

5. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said detection mechanism 
includes at least one terminating hand member sensor. 

6. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said terminating hand 
member sensor is configured to detect when another terminating hand member is in a non- 
use position. 

7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said detection mechanism 

comprises at least one pressure sensor. 

8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said at least one pressure 
sensor is configured to detect an increased inward pressure on a side of said body, wherein 
the processor is configured to determine the right-to-left or left-to-right movements of the 
user's terminating hand members based at least in part on such increased inward pressure on 
the side of the body. 

9. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said detection mechanism 
comprises at least one motion detector configured to monitor right-to-left or left-to-right 
movements of at least a portion of at least one of the user's two hands toward the key. 

10. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein said motion detector is 
configured to detect right-to-left or left-to-right motions associated with a key activation. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the apparatus is a selected 
one of a wireless mobile phone and a personal digital assistant. 
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12. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a body; 

a keyboard upon said body including a ke y, the key having two diff e r e nt functions, at 
least a first function if -associated with activation of t he key is activat e d b y physical 
contact with a terminating hand member of a user's right handj and a second function if 
associated with activation of the key is activat e d b y physical contact with a terminating 
hand member of the user's left hand; and 

a camera configured to 

monitor movements of at least a portion of at least one of the user's two hands 
toward the key to indicat e, 

in response to monitoring the movements, determine prior to an activation of 
the key by physical contact with one of the terminating hand members, which one of 
the user's two hands will be used to activate the key, and said first function and said 
s e cond function is to b e associat e d with th e activation, wh e r e in th e cam e ra is 
configur e d to indicat e that 

in response to the determ i n i r e _of the first function is to b e 

associat e d wit h or the second fu i i _ the attix ation of the key prior to sa i d 
activatio n wh e n a right - to - l e ft -»H>vement-al^ei n^ mating m e mber of t h e right hand 
toward th e k e y is d e t e ct e d and th e cam e ra is configur e d to indicat e that th e s e cond 
function is to b e associat e d with th e activation wh e n a l e ft - to - right mov e m e nt of a 
t e rminating m e mb e r of th e l e ft hand toward th e k e y is d e t e ct e d . 



13. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 12, fiirther comprising a processor 

configured to temporally analyze a plurality of images from said camera, wherein said 
images include position information of at least the user's terminating hand member that 
allows determination of right-to-left or left-to-right movements. 
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14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a body; 

a keyboard upon said body including a ke y, the key having two diff e r e nt functions, at 
least a first function if -associated with activation of t he key is activat e d b y physical contact 
with a terminating hand member of a user's right hand^ and a different second function if 

associated with activation of the key is activat e d b y physical contact with a terminating hand 
member of the user's left hand; and 

at least one pressure sensor configured to 

detect movements of at least a portion of at least one of the user's two hands 
toward the key^, 

in response to detecting the movements, determine t o indicat e, prior to an 
activation of the key by physical contact with one of the terminating hand members, 
which one of the user's two hands will be used to activate the key, and said first 
function and said s e cond function is to b e associat e d with th e activation, wh e r e in th e 
pr e ssur e s e nsor is configur e d to indicate that 

in response to the determ i n i r e of the first function or the second 

function i s-to b e assoo -1- M^ithe actuation A rhe key prior to said activatio nwheH^ 
right - to - l e ft mov e m e nt of a t e rminating member of th e right hand toward th e k e y is 
d e t e ct e d and th e pr e ssur e s e nsor is configur e d to indicat e that th e s e cond function is to 
b e associat e d with th e activation wh e n a l e ft - to - right mov e m e nt of a t e rminating 
m e mb e r of th e l e ft hand toward th e k e y is d e t e ct e d . 

15. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein said at least one pressure 
sensor configured to detect an increased inward pressure on a side of said body. 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein the processor is configured 
to determine the right-to-left or left-to right movements of the user's terminating hand 
members based at least in part on such increased inward pressure on the side of the body. 
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17. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a body; 

a keyboard upon said body including a ke y, the key having two diff e r e nt functions, at 
least a first function if -associated with activation of t he key is activat e d b y physical contact 
with a terminating hand member of a user's right hand^ and a second function if -associated 
with activation of the key is activat e d b y physical contact with a terminating hand member of 
the user's left hand; and 

a motion sensor to detect movements of at least a portion of at least one of the 
user's two hands toward the key^ 

in response to detecting the one or more movements, determine to indicate , 
prior to an activation of the key by physical contact with one of the terminating hand 
members, which one of the user's two hands will be used to activate the key, ands aid 
first function and said s e cond function is to b e associat e d with th e activation, wh e r e in 
th e motion s e nsor is configur e d to indicat e that 

in response to the determining, assign one of the first function or the second 
function i s-to b e associat e d with t he activation of the key prior to said activationw heaha 
right - to - l e ft mov e m e nt of a t e rminating m e mb e r of th e right hand toward th e k e y is 
d e t e ct e d and th e motion s e nsor is configur e d to indicat e that th e s e cond function is to 
be associat e d with th e activation when a l e ft - to - right mov e m e nt of a t e rminating 
m e m be r of th e l e ft hand toward th e key is d e t e ct e d ^ 

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 17, wherein said motion sensor is a 
MicroElectroMechanical Systems (MEMS) device. 

19. (Currently Amended) In an electronic device comprising a keyboard having a plurality 
of input keys, including at least a key having at least two charact e r valu e s, a first character 
value if -associated with activation of t he key is activat e d b y physical contact with a 

terminating hand member of a user's right hand; and a second character value if-assodated 
with activation of t he key is activat e d b y physical contact with a terminating hand member of 
a user's left hand, a method comprising: 
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detecting one or more movements of at least a portion of at least one of the user's two 



hands toward the key: 



in response to detecting the one or more movements, determining, prior to an activation 
of the key by physical contact with one of the terminating hand members , which one of the 
user's two hands will be used to activate the ke y charact e r valu e s is to b e associat e d with th e 
activation of th e k e y, wh e r e in said d e t e rmining includ e s indicating that th e first charact e r is 
to b e associat e d with an activation wh e n a right - to - l e ft mov e m e nt of a t e rminating m e mb e r of 
th e right hand toward th e k e y is d e t e ct e d, and indicating that th e s e cond charact e r is to b e 
associat e d with th e activation wh e n a l e ft - to - right mov e m e nt of a t e rminating m e mb e r of th e 
l e ft hand toward th e k e y is d e t e ct e d ; and 

i n response to the determining, assigning one of said first or second character value to 
the activation of the key , bas e d at l e ast in part upon a r e sult of said d e t e rmining, prior to said 
activation only if the activation of the key occurs within a pre-defined period of time since 
said determining. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19, fiarther comprising: assigning the other 

of the first or second character value to the activation of the key if no activation occurs 
within the pre-defined period of time since said determining. 

21. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19, wherein said determining comprises 
monitoring right-to-left or left-to-right movement of at least a portion of at least one of a 
user's two hands. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19, wherein said determining comprises 
temporally analyzing a plurality of images, said images including position information of the 
user's terminating hand member that allows determination of the right-to-left or left-to-right 

movements. 
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